The third edition of this popular text is written by Eric Whaites and Nicholas Drage, two of the leading UK authors on this subject matter. Eric Whaites is also very involved in the online BDA radiography course. This series, following on from the highly successful versions for clinicians, provides fellow dental care professionals with the knowledge they require to become competent and safe in radiography and radiology in an easy to understand format.
At 306 pages, the physics and principles of radiography and radiology are explained, leading on to the practice of taking and interpreting dental radiographs. They explain the importance of clinical imaging to clinicians and the role that the dental team plays in this process. The content and layout are very similar to the sister series, containing slightly less detail. The chapters flow seamlessly into each other, slowly building the reader's understanding. Each individual topic is covered in depth without being unnecessarily complex.
The sections on taking radiographs and interpreting are especially excellent, and will enable the dental care professional (DCP) to confidently evaluate their own radiographs and provide suggestions and opinions to colleagues.
The authors cover the subject matter thoroughly, with excellent pictorial adjuncts. The images and tables present the information clearly and concisely, and illustrate the points effectively, making learning simple.
This edition has been co-authored by Nicholas Drage, bringing a new perspective. It also includes a section on cone beam technology and an online self-assessment module to allow readers to assess their knowledge and prepare for examinations.
Given the vast range of topics covered, I feel this book is aimed more towards those wishing to undertake a radiology qualification rather than all members of the dental team, although it may prove a useful tool in explaining the purpose and safety aspects to dental nurses/students.
Overall Radiography and radiology for dental care professionals is a fantastic resource and I would highly recommend this book to any DCPs taking a radiology course and to dental students and general dental practitioners alike looking to refresh their knowledge or learn more about dental imaging.
F. Noble Evidence-based clinical practice is paramount within both medicine and dentistry today. The authors recognise that although decisions in healthcare should be based on scientific evidence rather than personal opinion, the busy practitioner could become overwhelmed by the vast, often contradictory, literature published. Therefore, this text expertly reviews current evidence for several topics in orthodontics and succinctly summarises the key findings with bullet points at the end of each chapter. Content covered includes early treatment, extraction and non-extraction, impacted canines, temporary skeletal anchorage devices, root resorption, temporomandibular disorders and retention. Controversial subjects are critically evaluated based on current research findings, before balanced conclusions are drawn. The authors also highlight when evidence is not available, resulting in an extensive and unbiased text.
EVIDENCE-BASED CLINICAL ORTHODONTICS
Each chapter is detailed, heavily referenced, and complemented with cases, diagrams and clinical photographs. The considered and structured layout by the respected editors reflects their involvement in education, research and practice. References are clearly presented at the end of each chapter, providing an excellent starting point should the reader wish to pursue a topic in more depth.
The book offers clinically valuable information highly relevant to all orthodontic practitioners. Since it is not a standard theoretical textbook, it assumes the reader has a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of orthodontics. For instance chapter four discusses wires used in orthodontic practice, and demands complete clarity of the underpinning dental materials science, with frequent references to complex equations and graphs. As a result, it is unlikely to be as pertinent for undergraduate dental students or general practitioners without a special interest in orthodontics. With the ever increasing use of implants, in recent years less focus has been placed on the subject of restoring endodontic and broken down teeth. Contemporary restoration of endodontically treated teeth explores a range of issues involved in treatment for root treated teeth. The book is aimed at dentists wishing to improve on their restorative skills in difficult situations, building on their current practice and providing alternative treatment options -rather than rushing for extractions or suspicious 'herodontics'.
The four main divisions of the book include treatment planning, methods of restoration of endodontically treated teeth, management of severely damaged endodontically treated teeth, and treatment of complications and failures. This covers a range of topics, all in a concise format that is easy to read. This is enhanced by high quality pictures that show step-by-step approaches to treatment. Throughout the book, the importance of evidence-based research is stressed and statements are based on clinical articles, arguing pros and cons of every method. Case reports are also used to illustrate how techniques have worked in clinical situations.
Some of the material and nomenclature may sound a little alien as the authors are of American origin. This may mean that some of the information discussed in the book may not be as relevant in the UK and should be noted.
I have found this book to be a valuable source of information. It displays theoretical knowledge with more than just an insight on how to use this clinically. Although some of the treatment options discussed are radical for use in the general dental setting, it shows what options are available to the patient. In summary, this book is an excellent way to expand your knowledge on restoring teeth that may have been previously thought of as unrestorable. Of course this is associated with risks and is very technique sensitive and therefore the fact that topics are discussed wholly is very important. The book would primarily benefit clinicians who already have an interest in restorative dentistry, although even the new dentist would find it an interesting read. Before going further, it should be pointed out that the first book became the 2011 winner of the Diagram prize for the oddest book title of the year. The publisher has tried to explain away the use of the notorious 'Genghis Khan' in the book title; 'Although some in the West see him in negative terms, the Mongol leader created one of the world's greatest empires. His hugely successful strategies included intelligence gathering, understanding his rivals' motivations, being quick to learn and adopt new technologies and ideas, and successful people management'.
S. Venugopal

DEVELOPING YOUR DENTAL TEAM'S MANAGEMENT SKILLS THE GENGHIS KHAN WAY
From the title alone, one can tell that this text provides training of management skills for the staff of the dental practice. Having used ring-binding and relatively large font size, the book is presented as a training manual. The first lesson is called 'What is personal development planning?' The next three sections have headings of: preparation, people and planning.
Most of the lessons are concerned with 'understanding'. For example, under Section 1: 'Preparation', the title of the lesson is 'Understandingwhat is management?' Within Section 2: 'People', there are seven lessons consisting of: two lessons on patients, four lessons on the employee, and one lesson on the practice manager. The third section 'Planning' covers legal and regulatory framework, mission statement, objectives, strategic planning, business plan, quality, planning for disaster, policy and procedure, and managing change.
Each lesson contains outcomes, background reading and activities. For obvious reasons, there are a lot of background readings based on the contents of the authors' first book. Other background reading involves internet search on related topics. Activities include open discussion, small group brainstorming on case study, working in pairs to devise a plan or prepare a presentation.
Overall this is a very hands-on training manual that requires members of a dental team to give dedicated time and efforts to acquire the management skills. The art of detailing is the final book in a trilogy by Rafi Romano, a Tel Aviv-
